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Appendix D 
Glossary & Abbreviations 

ACE forward A phased improvement plan proposed by the San Joaquin 
Regional Rail Commission to increase service reliability and 
frequency, enhance passenger facilities, reduce travel times 
along the existing ACE service corridor from San Jose to 
Stockton and extend ACE service to Manteca, Modesto, Ceres, 
Turlock and Merced. 

active transportation 
management (ATM) 

ATM is defined as the ability to dynamically manage recurrent 
and nonrecurrent congestion based on prevailing and predicted 
traffic conditions. ATM strategies use technology to enable 
efficient operation of the existing system by enhancing system 
monitoring, traveler information and integrated system 
operations. 

Altamont Commuter Express 
(ACE) 

ACE is a commuter rail service that connects Stockton and San 
Jose. 

Assembly Bill 544 
High Occupancy Vehicles 

AB 544 amends Section 5205.5 of the California Vehicle Code 
regarding low emissions vehicles. Under the new law, if a vehicle 
was issued a clean air vehicle decal before January 1, 2017, the 
sticker will expire on January 1, 2019; however, vehicle owners 
are allowed to apply for a new sticker that expires January 1, 
2022.  All decals will expire in 2025. 

auxiliary lanes Additional lanes on freeway from an on-ramp to the consecutive 
off-ramp or ramps. 

average annual daily traffic 
(AADT) 

Total volume of vehicle traffic of a highway or road for a year 
divided by 365 days. 

BART Phase II BART Phase II continues the Phase I extension for the remaining 
6-mile, four-station project, extending south into Santa Clara 
County (San Jose and Santa Clara). Phase I, the Berryessa 
Extension Project and Milpitas Stations, is a 10-mile two-station 
project currently under construction. 

Bird (company) Dockless scooter-share company. 

bypass lane Generally referred to HOV lanes at freeway on-ramps. 

California Highway 
Performance Monitoring 
System  

National level highway information system.  
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Caltrans Performance 
Measurement System (PeMs) 

Real-time traffic data system that uses sensor detectors along 
the state highway system.  PeMs has over 10 years of data for 
historical analysis. 

Capital Corridor Vision Plan A long-range plan for the Capital Corridor rail service, which is 
currently in progress. The final plan will include a detailed 
ridership analysis, economic analysis, financing plan, and an 
overall communications plan. 

changeable message signs 
(CMS) 

A CMS is primarily used to give motorists real-time traffic safety 
and guidance information about planned and unplanned events. 

collector-distributor road type of road that parallels and connects the main travel lanes of 
a highway and frontage roads or entrance ramps. 

Community Air Risk Evaluation 
(CARE) 

The CARE Program, managed by the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District,  aims to reduce health impacts linked to 
local air quality. 

Community of Concern Metropolitan Transportation Committee’s data set that 
represents all urbanized tracts within the San Francisco Bay 
Region. 

community survey or public 
survey 

Survey to receive feedback from public.  For the SR 87 study, 
public included people who live and travel along the SR 87 
corridor. 

Congestion Management 
Agency (CMA) 

CMA’s are county-level organizations responsible for preparing 
and implementing congestion management programs.  VTA 
serves as the CMA for Santa Clara County. 

connected vehicles A Connected Vehicle program enables cars, buses, trucks, trains, 
roads and other infrastructure, and our smartphones and other 
devices to “talk” to one another. 

Countywide Bicycle Plan Plan that establishes a network of bicycle corridors to create 
continuous, complete bicycle connections across Santa Clara 
County. 

cross county bikeway corridors 
(CCBC) 

The Countywide Bicycle Plan establishes a network of CCBCs 
that will provide continuous, complete bike connections across 
the county. 

Diridon Integrated Station 
Concept Plan 

The existing San Jose Diridon Station is a major transit hub 
located within downtown San Jose. The Diridon Integrated 
Station Concept Plan is a project to accommodate future 
intermodal transportation within the station area. 

dynamic pricing With dynamic pricing, tolls are continually adjusted according to 
traffic conditions to maintain a free-flowing level of traffic. 

e-bike Electric bikes are powered bicycles that are generally battery 
operated and with intuitive controls. 
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e-scooter Electric two-wheel scooter/razor. 

express lane (EL) An express lane is a lane used by carpoolers, motorcyclists, and 
clean-air vehicles (with applicable decals) for free, and single 
occupant vehicles that pay a toll with a FasTrak transponder. 

Fastrak® FasTrak is an electronic tolling device that allows drivers to pay 
tolls automatically from a pre-established account. 

first-last mile If bus or rail service was used for the core part of a trip, the gap 
from origin to the transit service is called the “first mile,” and 
the gap from the transit service to the destination is called the 
“last mile.” 

Focus Area Area or zone that is the area of focus. 

Ford GoBike Ford GoBike is a regional public bicycle sharing system in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

general purpose lanes Lanes on a roadway that do not have occupancy restrictions. 

golden triangle area Area surrounded in Santa Clara County by US 101, SR 237 and I-
880. 

Guadalupe River Trail The Guadalupe River Trail extends from Alviso at the southern 
edge of San Francisco Bay to downtown San Jose. 

high-occupancy vehicle Vehicle with two more people. 

Highway 87 Bikeway The Highway 87 bikeway follows the highway and is used 
primarily for commute purposes.  The bikeway includes some 
on-street travel between Unified Drive and Carol Drive, and 
along Narvarez Avenue. 

INRIX  A source of data, analytics and technology used by automakers, 
governments, consultants and businesses to see new patterns 
in how vehicles and people move that can inform their decision-
making. 

intelligent transportation 
systems (ITS) 

ITS is an advanced application that aims to provide innovative 
services relating to different modes of transportation. 

level of service (LOS) LOS is a term used to qualitatively describe the operating 
conditions of a roadway based on factors such as speed, travel 
time. 

Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) LTS is a rating given to a road segment or crossing indicating the 
traffic stress it imposes on bicyclists. 

light rail train (LRT) VTA operates an LRT system that serves San Jose, California, 
and its suburbs in Silicon Valley and consists of a 42.2-mile 
network. 
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LimeBike LimeBike is a company that provides smart affordable mobility 
through equitable distribution of shared scooters, bikes and 
transit vehicles both electric and regular. 

Mobility-as-a-Service (MaaS) Maas is a public-private partnership to develop an app toward 
mobility solutions.  This service would help shift travelers away 
from personally owned modes of transportation.   

multimodal Refers to various modes of transportation such as walking, 
bicycling, automobile, public transit, and connections among 
various modes. 

north San Jose North San Jose is mainly known as home to majority of San 
Jose’s 6,600+ tech companies including tech giants like 
Samsung, Cisco and PayPal. 

origin/destination (OD) “Origin” is the beginning of a trip, and “destination” is the end 
of a trip.  An OD survey provides a detailed picture of trip 
patterns and travel choices. 

Park-and-Ride Parking lots with public transportation connections that allow 
commuters to park their automobiles and take transit. 

part-time shoulder use Part-time shoulder use is a transportation system management 
and operations strategy that uses shoulders to provide 
additional capacity when it is most needed, and preserves 
shoulders as refuge areas during the majority of the day. 

part-time lane Part-time shoulder use lanes in California are refereed as part-
time lanes. 

pork chop island Pork chop islands are triangular raised islands placed 
between a right-turn slip lane and through-travel 
lanes. They channelize vehicular traffic and provide a 
refuge for pedestrians crossing a roadway. 

Priority Development Areas  Areas of development that include transit changes with 
surrounding residential, office and commercial developments.  

RideAmigos Joint venture app that provides transportation/commuter 
solutions to organizations.   

RideCo Fully automated technology that creates shared vehicle 
itineraries, offering higher vehicle utilization and shared 
mobility. 

San Jose McEnery Convention 
Center 

Event center located in downtown San Jose that hosts hundreds 
of varied events. 

SAP Center Indoor arena located in San Jose.  Its primary tenant is the San 
Jose Sharks of the National hockey league. 

Smart Carpool Program Programs such as RideAmigos that helps travelers find a carpool 
match and encourage employee carpooling. 
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south San Jose Large geographic area that includes SR85/SR 87 as well as the 
US 101/SR 85 interchange areas. 

SR 87 corridor Area around the SR 87 freeway that includes bikeways along the 
freeway as well as transit that runs in the median of SR 87.  For 
the study, a ¼ mile on either side of the freeway was considered 
for analysis. 

Statewide Integrated Traffic 
Records System (SWITRS) 

Database that serves as a means to collect and process data 
gathered from a collision scene.  This database is managed by 
the California Highway Patrol. 

Swiftly A real-time transit app for arrival and departure predictions.  
Historical data is available for analysis. 

TomTom Global leader in navigation, traffic and map products, GPS Sport 
Watches, and fleet management solutions. 

Transit Signal Priority (TSP) TSP for buses or LRT is a name for various techniques to 
improve service and reduce delay for mass transit vehicles at 
intersections.  TSP allows transit agencies to preempt or 
truncate green cycle times at signals for more accurate schedule 
adherence. 

Transportation Network 
Company (TNC) 

TNC are companies such as Uber and Lyft that provide app-
based ride-sourcing services. 

TriMet TriMet is an organization that provides bus, light rail and 
commuter rail transit services in the Portland, Oregon, metro 
area. 

Vital Signs MTC’s Vital Signs is a web-based tool that helps Bay Area 
residents explore our region’s performance using a series of 
indicators in four key areas of regional vitality – transportation, 
land and people, the economy, the environment and social 
equity. 

VTA community survey Survey that VTA conducts to reach out to and seek input from 
the public. 

Waze Waze is GPS navigation software. It works on smartphones and 
tablet computers that have GPS support. It provides turn-by-
turn navigation information and user-submitted travel times and 
route details, while downloading location-dependent 
information over a mobile telephone network. 

woonerf  A road in which devices for reducing or slowing the flow of 
traffic have been installed. 

zero emissions vehicles A vehicle that emits no exhaust gas from the onboard source of 
power. 
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Abbreviation Term 

AADT average annual daily traffic 

AB 544 Assembly Bill 544 

ACE Altamont Commuter Express 

ATM active transportation management 

CCBC cross county bikeway corridors 

CMA Congestion Management Agency  

CMS changeable message signs 

CV connected vehicles 

EL express lane 

ft feet 

GP lanes general purpose lanes 

HOV high-occupancy vehicle 

IDSN Integrated Digital Services Network 

LOS level of service 

LRT light rail train 

LTS level of traffic stress 

MaaS mobility-as-a-service  

mph miles per hour 

OD origin/destination 

PeMs Caltrans Performance Measurement System  

PTSU part-time shoulder use 

PTL part-time lane 

SWITRS Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System 

TNC Transportation Network Company 

TSP Transit Signal Priority 
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